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A LETTER, &c. 



Dear Friends, 

A HE education of the children 
of our Society having been the subjec't of 
riiy most serious thoughts, I have often and' 
earnestly desired it might have been taken up 
by some person, whose qualificatibns: would 
have enabled him to do it more justice i^an 
I suppose myself capable : but no indivi- 
dual having stepped forward of late years, to 
bring into view this truly interesting concern, 
I have ventured to throw a few hints together, 
in prder that the matter may be deeply con- 
sidered by those on whom rests the care of 
the rising generation. 

* Though I had intended the principal part of 
what I may now communicate, for the consi- 
deration of School-masters, school-mistresses. 



4 
and instructors of children, I yet feel it 9 
duty to say something also to parents. 

It is a oojixpUint, ^n4 I f<^ iiade with too 
much justice, that many parents are too negli- 
gent respecting the religious education and 
instruction of theirchildren ; too careless and 
inattentive in watching over them, and too 
little solicitous that the ^^cds of t^p^ per- 
nicious weeds he destroyed, which, being 
overlooked, spring up into prjdr, ambition^ 
a^d ^rrelidon. Nor pre the cbijdren, evej^ oi 
spipe of ^hose from vhose siiujitioQ in society 
\fp Tf^}^% haye looked for more lively c^re 
ap4 r^^ard, always an e;i^ccptipn ip this ^pr^ 
rgwfpl compUinu 

|c mvst be obvious tp those wbp will loqk 
iippart}a|}y at the outward appearance of our 
sojp j^^y, th^t it h^§ lost mi^ph of that plainpcis^ 
w^ijpt^ di^tipguipiefi Qur ancestors y and tl^it 
in^ny of i9te yf^ars b^ve $hpwn ^Q increasing 
a tendency to 4 confprroity with the worlds 
that, were as great alterations progressively to« 
take place^ I fear few vestiges would retrain 
of |h^t simplicity wbiph jbe truth leads into; 
an4 which bad been (^ 4 w^y.^ari (9 mmyt 



and^ tfa« tnffaii»i>F mcaleiriable pt^ser^tidn to 
the dear yotitb of l»oth ^xes. But I ant 
gl^ieved to add, that I apprehend fbis deelen^ 
&ion is much to b^ attributed to the spirittol 
Weakness^ and indulgerice of p^rcJnos* Hav- 
ing yielded to the youthful inclin^tioiw of 
their children, they have paved thtf way for 
ibei« gvadttalljr tmilitlg with th^ pkasdlif'e.s 
fAshions^ aad maxinKT, of the world: which, in 
tbeir Dsftapal consequetic'e, tead to » totai' dis- 
t^aiae for reHgious duties; a distaste to tboso 
Very puMuits and emplOymentsv which should 
yieW them the purest dciighu Ah! myffiend*; 
let US' pause aivhile, and examine within our* 
selves whether tbese things are not so-; and 
whether our own peace and the eternal hap- 
piness of our beloved ofifspring* afe fiot con* 
CerneA in our knin^diate endeavour, to check 
an evil fra«gbt with such imm-inent danger. 
Our o^vn experience and observation mun 
have evidently shown as the great advantage 
in keeping within the safe inclosure ; foi* 
herein preservadon^ from many hurtful t'hings 
has beeft known. Nay; may it not be said 
to be one m^n* of preparation for the wprk 
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of (he Lord ? Let this experience then aniw 
mate us firmly and steadily to restrain those 
feelings, which tempt us to grant liberties to 
our dear children, that the truth will not 
sanction : feelings, which we may be assured 
have only the semblance of true love or true 
affection ! 

I believe it will be allowed, that there never 
was a time when there appeared greater ne-> 
cessity for individuals, in every part of the so-' 
ciety, to be diligent in endeavouring to build 
its waste places; and perhaps if this work 
be rightly «et about, it will be found, every 
one roust begin in earnest at his own house. 
The evils which we feel may be continually 
deplored ; but lamentation and exclamation 
will do little towards effecting this desirable 
end. We must put shoulder to shoulder, and 
individually exert those powers with which 
Divine Goodness would not fail to supply us.' 

The recollection of most who have been 
favoured with truly religious parents, if they 
look back at their early youth, will convince 
them of the powerful influence, such had over 
ihem : more especially when they laboured 
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to inculcatesentimcnts of religion and virtue- 
May we not then, dear friends, expect that 
the same effect would be produced \^y our 
thus walking before our beloved offspring, 
and labouring with them. 

The minds of children are tender and sus- 
ceptible ; they feel the force of advice and 
counsel affectionately communicated by those 
whom they love; the good effects of it are 
seldom, if ever, totally eradicated ; and the 
ground-wotk being thus laid by precept, and 
confirmed by example, would, I believe, in 
most instances, be blessed, sooner or later, 
to the anxious and pious parent. 

A religious education is the richest gift a 
parent can bestow on a child ; the want of it 
can never be made up by any wealth it may 
be in his power to leave him. The love of 
parents never shows itself to so great advan- 
tage, as when they appear solicitous for the 
religious welfare of their children ; and it i^ 
remarkable, that there are scarcely any per- 
sons, even of those who are as to themselves 
careless respecting this important matter, but 
who are occasionally desirous, that the seeds 
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tif. virfuciaiid goo4nc^s majr bcin^fO^mte^m 
their chUdrep, l^his desire is. observaU^ 
wjb^n.tji^r qhildrei^ rectum fr^m scbopL If 
T^Iigioof ando^orr^ principles, srre not thexvap^ 
parent in tbem, blameis. ofun attr ibi^^d to jibq 
*5;hoQlrma$te,ri vdijeiH di^ the patent.lqc^ ipto 
his a^n br^^ he wqukl docpver^ thatnei^hes 
^ precept npr ea^ajqpiplQ, had he ta^en earlj^ 
p^ins tQ enconrage. those dispositions, he now. 
perceives, would have bec;a peculi^ly di^ir*^ 
at^la it^ his child. The situation of. a pa^e^it 
iU)der siu;b a qircmpsta^nce^ is^a^ avKful onp.;, 
and oiai^y have fonqd it so^wheA.it hs^s been, 
too late to remedy, theeyil- 
* I^ thc^for^ ewnestly desine^ that, it n^y. be 
t|ie Hying care and concern o£ such parents» 
as havfs young children who axe yet upcon- 
c^ifia^ed, t^Yat it may never hecptne their- 
<^\i(f^}d4s$ff^^og redectioQ« that the- blood of. 
theirvdfar 4;]i^(dr^ .may be^ requii^eda^ their 

IheU^Mh^^ ji^lei^oreneeid here be added. 
t^pifurtniSv, tba^ the fqllowing, excellent ad** 
vfc^s^ extracted ffoin the Epjstle^. of. t^ct 
Ye^ly liAeeunfr. 
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^ Wte ia with. tnneUotn recommend^ to 
all SBch panms as have experienced the gra« 
ctoiiES dealings of the Locd with their owo 
soii}s, totahe all proper appcartonitiest o£ htm 
stiHing toA» the mindft ofi thehr chtldten« jostr 
MBtimeBtti xespeciisig the maniiy; aadi eraptii* 
nc^ of fadmg' apdi trakuitoiy enjoyments^;: 
and to direct them to seek, after thai- soUtb 
peace aodserenilf. of Mid^.whicfarattends!the 
sincere praatce of tsue reUgiofl: and virtue^ 
and winch only can a&rd;any dnraUersalidL 
9atis£ftCtiott»"-«-*Parent8. and Gnardiansv- § g* 

'* And« ye parents, be ye sdicitour toi 
discharge your important and awfnl duiy with, 
scrnpukmsatteniion. It i$ often too late ta 
warn the youthful mind of danger, when your 
owa negligence, or indulgence, hatl^ suflered 
ywHir offipring to deviate from that path of 
simplicity^ in whkh: you have tbuught your- 
selves bound to walky and in which you have 
found peaces If you fail to suppress the. 
early begtmnings of undne liheny, how can. 
yfitt expect a blessing qd your endeavoozs^. 
Vihtn fuither devfattQns.at lengtharouse yoac: 
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Mtention; and how« having failed to rule 
your own houses well, can you expect duly 
to * take care of the church of God :' by per* 
forming that too much neglected duty of pri- 
vate admonition therein. There were of old 
those who brought children to Christ in the 
days of his flesh ; and now, the religious pa- 
rent can breathe no warmer aspiration for 
them, than when he spiritually commends his 
tender offspring to the protection of his Lord. 
But see, friends, that you encourage no 
propensities in them, which prevent an union 
with him. Restrain them, we beseech you, 
from associating with those whose influence 
and example lead away from his law ; and be 
especially careful, that you introduce not 
among them, publications which are, either 
wholly or in part, repugnant to the faith as it 
is in Jesus. Let it be your own daily care to 
endeavour after closer communion with him, 
and to walk in meek submission to his com. 
mands : so may you gain over the minds of 
the youth providentially placed under your 
care, that ascendency which arises from the 
united effects of sound judgment, truest Iove» 
and a good example." — Ibid. § 15. P. E, iSoo. 
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Now as to those who undertake the tuition 
of the children of others, they have a most 
serious trust committed to them: the real well* 
being of a child greatly depends on their at- 
tention to his religious improvement. 

Some parents wish their children to excel 
in literature. To this, simply considered, there 
can be no objection ; but an education ever 
so brilliants without the more important ad- 
dition of true religion, is deprived of its 
greatest excellence ; whereas with this bless- 
ed advantage, a man will be rendered a bright 
example, and may become extensively usefuU 

Seeing then that the education of children 
is of so much importance, I conceive it is 
highly desirable that those who undertake so 
weighty a trust* as the educating of the chil- 
dren of others, should themselves be ** men 
fearing God,*' and engage in it from prin- 
ciple. 

Let them make it their first study, to live 
so near the fountain of truth, as to be able 
rightly to instruct them in their relation to 
their Creator, and their consequent necessary 
and positive duty to him ; ajid also in the doc-, 



uinr of salvation through Jesttc-CbriaU Tbeir 
roxDds being thus imbued with V6kig;iou&reve- 
rence» they would be prefwed to- receive tbo 
further opening of counsel, on the benefit of 
frequent retirement in sfirit, and abstractiooi 
from, sensible objects; for the reaewiiig^^of 
divine favour and strength^ to withs^nd 
temptation to evU, aad ta c^liiy them to 
look up to, and love, tfa&Lordr as^tbe fottsu 
tacn of all theii: blessings* 

Religion, when thus properly implaiaed^ 
would, with the divine blessing, beconae ha* 
bitual ; or at least such a fotuidation would be 
laid, that, though some of theyoush rojj^tr be 
so unwise aa>^o swerve froni*these wboiesonde 
and salutary principles, they mright, like the 
repentant prodigal, retrace theit misfaken 
steps, with humUe abasefatont, look towards ^ 
tbeir heavenly Father's house; and through 
divine mercy, experience restoration. 

Whereas, those- who have been neglected, 
and have never known any religfou^ inseruc- 
lion either from* parents' of tutors^ seem in » 
most deplorable state ; and wili have good 
.leaion to reflect upon those whos^ first bUsi* 
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IMMis 0»ghi to hvfe Iwen, jto liawe instilled the 
prii¥:«plQ0 (tf twc iCbmiidokj into tiheir 

Os ^hs^ tfapae vhp eogige in ibe tdiiem. 
^9 of AJHi youtii AOiDDg tts, iwere firm in aU 
4;i^ix proee^dtngf respecting them ; aad, as 
much as in them lies, that th^ uronld never, 
GU^ ^f hvwt <f€ affectioQ io any negligent 
p^f Qt$» mx^ the baasard of cheir school be^ 
cpfoing contamioajted : by permitting loose 
c:^a^pU$, either in manners, dress, or address, 
ili^pnsi^^t with our holy profession. If a 
stand ia this respect were made. I am per-, 
sijisded mttcb advantige to the rising genera. 
tio9 WQi^ld result from il. Those who. from 
a principle of doty, endeavoured to preserve 
thi9 order in tbei? establishments, would. I 
believe* find abundant support in the recti* 
tude.of tb^rir conduct; nor could those pa* 
reals who h>d the real welfare of their 
children at becurt. reasonably object to the 
adopUQa of fi plan which had the principles 
of their profession for its foundation. 

In ^tddition to thisr no books should be in<» 
ss94vs4i into ^ achooi until perused by tb^ 
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